Proc. roy. Soc. Med. Volume 70 January 1977 had acrosclerosis and the remainder so-called diffuse scleroderma, but the authors acknowledge that the differences are indistinct. The classification of scleroderma has always presented problems and these are discussed, together with diagnostic criteria and procedures. Possible pathogenic mechanisms are fully discussed but no conclusion is reached. Alas, there is no specific therapy and no drug has proved effective in controlled trials.
The remaining third of the book deals in detail with disorders in which sclerosis of the skin occurs in association with disorders as diverse as dermatomyositis, Werner's syndrome, porphyria, muscle glycogenesis, primary systemic amyloidosis, melorheostosis, and malignancy including the carcinoid syndrome. Occupational scleroderma due to exposure to silica, pesticides and vinyl chloride is also covered.
Useful short summaries are interspersed between the main sections and the quality and reproduction of the clinical photographs, radiographs and histopathology are excellent. Unfortunately all three copies that I have seen have had defective binding.
Edwin Paryski is to be congratulated on his clear translation. This book is the outstanding work on the subject. To be disabled is tragic enough but also to be excluded totally from the pleasures of physical recreation and sport is to be doubly unfortunate. This was the lot of paraplegics until Sir Ludwig Guttman by his energy and enthusiasm created the Paraplegics' Olympics. The concept of sport for all paraplegics has since grown, particularly in Britain, but also in other parts of the world. Where possible the disabled should compete in sports, like swimming, which minimize the effect of their disability, and no facilities for the community should be built without provision of wheelchair access for the disabled. These points and many other principles of adapting sport for the disabled are fully discussed in this excellent book which is necessary reading for all advisers and coaches dedicated to the task of providing a better life for the disabled.
ROGER BANNISTER

Consultant Physician National Hospitalfor Nervous Diseases
Forensic Dentistry by Irvin M Sopher DDS MD pp xiii + 162 illustrated $14.75 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1976 Forensic dentistry is a small speciality but one which in recent years has assumed a greater importance, one influence being the considerable calibre of the authors who have produced books on the subject. It is perhaps a coincidence that two books should have appeared this year, one from the University of Edinburgh by Warren Harvey and the other by Irving M Sopher of Baltimore. To the specialist in this subject both books are of immense value and comparable.
The difficulty of identification in severely mutilated and burnt bodies following aircraft accidents has probably given the greatest fillip to the study of identification by dental formulh. As always, the ease of identification depends on the reliability of dental records kept. The world can be rather sharply divided between populations who have good dental care and records and those who do not. The same distinction holds for populations who habitually travel by air and those who do not.
Sopher's book is completely up to date in its description of the procedural aspect of postmortem dental examination and provides the necessary charts which are now universal and which enable dental formulh to be transmitted in a variety of ways from continent to continent.
In recent years considerable attention has been given to bite mark analysis. In this respect the victim may retain imprints of teeth and by the same' token assailants may be bitten by the victim. Both these events may lead to what is known as contact traces in forensic science. There is now accumulating a sufficient number of observations to make one realize that this form of analysis may be of great importance in identifying an assailant but it must require the most meticulous approach, preferably reinforced by the identification of saliva on the bitten skin, and painstaking photography.
This beautifully presented book is of vast interest to forensic pathologists and of even greater interest to forensic dentists. It will fascinate those physicians, of whom there are many, who look upon themselves as amateur detectives, probably correctly. R Heinemann 1976 Professor Clark writes with conviction and authority upon a subject that has interested him since his involvement in an epidemic of poliomyelitis in Malta during the war. Later he was personally concerned in the development of a special centre which was set up in Israel in 1951. The nature and treatment of contracture fascinated him, especially in the growing child in whom the effects are progressive and to whose benefit he has made distinguished contributions.
The conquest of poliomyelitis in the western world does not mean that the knowledge acquired in the treatment of neurologically determined contracture was of no further significance for he has shown in this book that it is essential to apply the same principles in the treatment of many other conditions both congenital and acquired. Although much of the book is concerned with flaccid paralysis and poliomyelitis in particular this section is very valuable for two reasons. First younger surgeons who were not exposed to poliomyelitis will gain much from a study of the mechanisms and consequences of contracture. Secondly we must remember that poliomyelitis remains a serious epidemiological problem in those countries where for administrative reasons vaccination is not offered before the children start their schooling.
The physiology of collagen and its response to disease or injury is considered in some detail and this is followed by a description of the deformities that arise when contracture and muscle imbalance combine to distort growing limbs. He illustrates his thesis by analysing certain common examples such as contracture of the fascia lata and the mechanism of calcaneo-cavo-valgus deformity. Having established the principles he applies them to the treatment of deformity in other conditions notably cerebral palsy, myelomeningocele, club feet and torticollis. Some may find it difficult to accept all his propositions, for example the statement that surgery has no place in the treatment of the arms in arthrogryposis especially when his own pectoral transplant may be most rewarding. Similarly few would advocate disarticulation at the knee in preference to Syme's amputation in congenital short tibia with absent fibula. It is also disappointing not to see an appraisal of the results of his radical operation for club feet.
Few, however, would now disagree with the last sentence of the book, 'Although the efforts of the salvage artificer may be pitiful at least they do not offend like the arrogance of the wilful resurrectionists who inflict on a poor innocent a few tortured years of physical handicap ... under the guise of the preservation of the sacredness of human life'. Undoubtedly, the best studied member of this family of chemical messengers is insulin which owes its preeminence, at least partly, to its importance as a therapeutic agent. Insulin was not only the first polypeptide hormone to be obtained pure and characterized chemically, but also the first to be measured by radioimmunoassay and to be shown to be produced as a prohormone. The lessons learned from insulin have been applied to other polypeptide hormones and some of the knowledge so gained is summarized in the present volume which represents the proceedings of a Ciba Foundation Symposium held in London in July 1975 to honour Sir Frank Young on his retirement from the Chair of Biochemistry in the University of Cambridge. This book is likely to be of greater interest to clinical investigators than to practising doctors, some of whom may, nevertheless, be intrigued to learn something about the multiple forms in which polypeptide hormones occur in the circulation, for example, or how they are formed from their precursors. Collectively the fifteen reviews and original contributions, together with their associated discussions, make a fitting tribute to a scientist whose personal contribution to knowledge of the biology and chemistry of the polypeptide hormones has been immense. VINCENT 
MARKS
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University ofSurrey
